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Boyslown

A Season for Wﬂgé

Brother Bill writes...

Asg part of my life journey, | have been privileged to be Director of BoysTown, Beaudesert, later Chief
Executive Officer of the organisation and more recently Chair of Mission. BoysTown i5 a great symbal
of hope, a wonderful organisation that rises above sectarian and political divisions and offers a healing
hand-up to any young person in need, BoysTown deals with people of all creeds or no faith at all,
assisting them to take their place in society as responsible and contributing citizens.

Mow my work with BoysTown is coming to an end. Most people in their mid-sixties, like me, begin to

think what the evening of life will bring. Joseph Joubert once wrote: “The evening of a well-spent life

brings its lamps with it". Most look forward to retirement and enjoyment of their special interests,

especially enjoying the occasional company of their children and grandchildren. These are the lamps ¥
that will light their senior years. r

For me the challenge is different. | am preparing to move to Southern Sudan to work in teacher
education in a very poor country where the need is very great. Being 5o far away, my direct link with
BoysTown cannot continue but | am pleased to confidently hand the responsibility of Chair of
Mission to one of my very good friends, Brother Brian Cunningham. Br Brian, one of the most talented
men | know, has given much of his life to the work of BoysTown, He is sharing more of his personal
story in this newsletter.

| know the conditions in Southern Sudan will be very hot, lam told there are only two ‘seasons’ -
the ‘dust’ and the 'mud’. | recall that someone once said: A leap in the dark often ends in the ditch®
and | may find myself in a dry, dusty ditch or a very sticky one. The words of the poet, John Keats
came to mind:
=1 leaped
headlong into the seaq,
and thereby haove become
better acquainted with the
surroundings, the guicksand,
and the rocks, than if | had
stayed upon the green shore,
and piped a silly pipe,
ond took tea and
comfortable advice.”

The comfortable travel oduice of the Australian Government 15 ‘Don’t go to Sudan.” | am more

inclined to follow the advice of Ralph Waldo Emerson who said: "Neither you nor the world knows what
you can do until you have tried.” | move on confident that BoysTown will continue to enrich the lives of
many young people and grateful for the loyal and very generous support of so many of you who

make this work possible,

Thank you sincerely,
and may God bless you all.
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